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I .  INTRODUCTION 


1 .  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  TRIAL  ADVOCACY 

In  1970  the  Section  of  Judicial  Administration  of  the 
American  Bar  Association  organized  a  Task  Force  on  Trial 
Advocacy.  This  group  of  judges,  trial  lawyers  and  academics, 
sharing  a  common  concern  for  improving  the  quality  of  advocacy  in 
trial  courts,  convened  in  a  series  of  meetings  during  1970  and 
1971.  From  these  consultations  emerged  a  new  organization,  the 
National  Institute  for  Trial  Advocacy  ( "NITA" ) .  From  its 
inception,  NITA  has  had  three  objectives:  first,  to  train 
lawyers,  and  especially  young  lawyers,  in  advocacy;  second,  to 
develop  methods  and  techniques  for  learning  the  skills  of 
effective  trial  advocacy;  and  third,  to  encourage  the  teaching 
and  learning  of  these  skills. 

Distinctive  teaching  techniques  were  developed  by  NITA 
at  a  series  of  teaching  sessions  held  at  Boulder,  Colorado, 
during  the  period  1972-1975.  These  teaching  techniques  are  the 
product  of  a  unique  co-operative  effort  by  trial  lawyers,  judges 
and  law  professors.  Professor  A.  Leo  Levin  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  was  the  first  director  of  NITA  and  it  was  under  his 
leadership  that  NITA's  method  of  team  teaching  was  developed. 
Subsequent  directors  of  NITA  have  been  Professor  Robert  Keeton  of 
the  Harvard  Law  School  and  Professor  Kenneth  S.  Broun  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina. 

In  addition  to  its  annual  three  week  program  in 
Boulder,  Colorado,  in  June  and  July,  NITA  now  holds  shorter 
regional  programs  at  various  places  in  the  United  States  at  other 
times  in  the  year.  The  materials  and  methods  developed  by  NITA 
are  also  widely  employed  in  undergraduate  programs  at  law  schools 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

2.  TEACHING  METHOD 

The  teaching  methods  developed  by  NITA  are  based  on  two 
central  devices:  team  teaching  and  practical  exercises  performed 
by  students  which  are  subject  to  critical  evaluation. 

Team  teaching,  as  employed  at  the  University  of  Toronto 
involves  a  number  of  lawyers  working  together  at  one  time  with  a 
group  of  students.  A  core  group  of  8  lawyers  will  be  present 
most  evenings  and  are  responsible  for  co-ordinating  the 
activities  of  lawyers,  guest  lawyers,  judges,  professors  and  the 
students  throughout  the  year.  Guest  lawyers  will  be  brought  in 
on  a  weekly  basis  to  provide  advocacy  demonstrations  and  assist 
small  group  sessions. 
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The  aim  of  the  practical  exercises  is  to  have  every 
student  perform  as  a  trial  advocate  at  some  time  during  each 
small  group  session.  The  small  group  format,  which  will  be 
explained  later,  allows  the  various  trial  lawyers,  judges  and 
professors  serving  on  the  teaching  team  an  opportunity  to  offer 
their  suggestions  and  comments  on  the  performance  of  each  student 
in  a  small  group  session. 

This  method  also  permits  learning  by  observing:  by  the 
participants  viewing  videotapes  of  their  own  performances,  by 
observing  their  classmates  tackle  the  performance  exercises  and 
by  watching  the  usually  polished  performances  of  experienced 
trial  lawyers  in  the  demonstrations  which  follow  each  session. 

3.  USING  THESE  MATERIALS 

These  materials  are  designed  for  use  in  a  law  school 
program  of  three  hours  per  week  over  a  13  week  term. 

They  are  divided  into  12  parts:  One  for  each  class 
session  and  the  Final  Trial.  Following  the  first  introductory 
part  where  the  format  of  the  course  and  these  materials  will  be 
explained,  each  subsequent  part  will  consist  of  2  problems 
designed  for  use  in  the  practical  exercises  based  either  upon 
independent  factual  descriptions  which  are  specific  to  a  problem 
itself  or  upon  the  factual  situations  set  out  in  the  Case  Files. 
Each  class  will  also  include  the  demonstration  materials  and  a 
suggested  reading  list  for  the  following  week. 


